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ACADEMIC SENATE 

Academic Senate 

Tuesday, March 5, 1996 
UU 220, 3:00-S:OOpm ~(p - ~ 9 ~ ·0\Y. .Y l}{f; J 
I. 	 Minutes: Approval of the January 23, 1996 Academic Senate minutes (pp. 2-V 
II. 	 Communication(s) and Announcement(s): 
A. 	 Academic Senate vacancies for 1996-1998 (pp. 5-6). 
B. 	 Resolutions approved to date during the 1995-1996 academic year: 
III. 	 Reports: 
A. 	 Academic Senate Chair: 
B. 	 President's Office: 
C. 	 Vice President for Academic Affairs: 
D. 	 Statewide Senators: 
E. 	 CF A Campus President: 
F. 	 Staff Council representative: 
G. 	 ASI representatives: 
H. 	 IACC representative: 
I. 	 Other: 
IV. 	 Consent Agenda: 
V. 	 Business ltem(s): 
A. 	 Resolution on the Reorganization of Academic Senate Committees: Hampsey, 
member of the ad hoc restructuring committee, second reading, (pp. 6-22 in your 
2.13.96 agenda). 
B. 	 Resolution on Academic Senate General Committees: Hampsey, member of the ad 
hoc restructuring committee, second reading, (pp. 23-25 in your 2.13.96 agenda). 
C. 	 Resolution on Standardizing Course Units: Williamson, chair of the Curriculum 
Committee, first reading (pp. 7-8). 
VI. 	 Discussion ltem(s): 
The Cal Poly Plan: ongoing discussion. 
VII. 	 Adjournment: 
ACADEMIC SENATE VACANCIES FOR 1996-1998 

College of Agriculture (7 senators total) - 5 VACANCIES [4 two-year terms and 1 one­
year term.] 
unrepresented 
leaving senators remaining senators departments 
Bermann, James Lund, Michael AgEduc 
Hannings, David Warfield, David AgEngr 
Lord, Sarah Agribus 
McNeil, Robert Dairy Sci 
Ruehr, Thomas EnvHortiCult 
FoodSci/Nut 
NRM 
SoilSci 
College of Architecture & Environmental Design (5 senators total) - 3 VACANCIES 
leaving senators remaining senators 
Berrio, Mark McDonald, Margot 
Day, Linda Smith, Gerald 
Turnquist, Ed 
College of Business (5 senators total) - 2 VACANCIES 
leaving senators 
Burgunder, Lee 
Geringer, Michael 
remaining senators 
Bertozzi, Dan 
Miller, Tad 
Williamson, Daniel 
College of Engineering (7 senators total) ­
leaving senators 
Dana, Charles 
Kolkailah, Faysal 
Lo, Kurt 
Wheatley, Patrick 
remaining senators 
Alptekin, Serna 
LoCascio, James 
Nahvi, Mahmood 
4 VACANCIES 

unrepresented 
departments 
ArchEngr 
City&RegPlg 
ConstMgt 
unrepresented 
departments 
Finance 
IndTech 
Mgtmt 
Marketing 
unrepresented 
departments 
Aero 
Civ!Env 
CompSci 
EngrTech 
Mats 
College of Liberal Arts (9 senators total) - 6 VACANCIES [5 two-year terms and 1 one­
year term] 
unrepresented 
leaving senators remaining senators departments 
DeLey, Warren Hampsey, John Art& Des 
Martinez, William Mott, Stephen EthnicSt 
Scriven, Talmage Ryujin, Donald ForeignLangs 
Spiller, Terry History 
VACANCY Journalism 
VACANCY Music 
Philosophy 
PoliSci 
SocSci 
SpchCom 
Thea&Dnc 
College of Science and Mathematics (8 senators total) - 5 VACANCIES [4 two-year 
terms and 1 one-year term] 
unrepresented 
leaving senators remaining senators departments 
Cook, Gayle Bowker, Leslie Math 
Farrell, Gerald DeMers, Gerald Physics 
Greenwald, Harvey Maxwell, John Stats 
Lewis, George 
Rogers, John 
Professional Consultative Services (4 senators total) - 3 VACANCIES [1 vacancy from 
Library, 2 from other areas] 
leaving senators remaining senators 

Brown, Johanna Lutrin, Sam 

Fryer, Ann 

Stanton, George 

STATEWIDE SENATOR 

One vacancy for the 1996-1999 term. 

PROGRAM REVIEW AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (Members must be tenured. PCS does not 

have a representative to this committee. Members are elected by the Academic Senate Executive 

Committee.) vacancies : CAGR, CBUS, and CLA. 

Other positions to be appointed to the Academic Senate: 
Pan-time representative 
UCTE representative 
Parliamentarian 
Administrative appointments 
AS1 appointments 
Academic Senate positions lo be elected: 
Chair 
Vice Chair 
Secretary 
College/PCS caucus chairs 
Adopted: 
ACADEMIC SENATE 

OF 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY 

San Luis Obispo, California 

AS- -96/ 

RESOLUTION ON 

STANDARDIZING COURSE UNITS 

Background Statement: In January 1994, the Curriculum and Calendar Task Force was appointed and charged 
with "establishing principles for baccalaureate programs across campus, constructing a template within which the 
programs will revise their curricula, integrating the co-curriculum with the baccalaureate degree, and guiding the 
process of change in curriculum and calendar." The extensive work of the Task Force resulted in the publication 
on September 29, 1995 of the "Commitment to Visionary Pragmatism" document. (Report of the Curriculum & 
Calendar Task Force, September 29, 1995). 
At the beginning of the fall 1995 quarter, Harvey Greenwald, Chair of the Academic Senate, gave the Academic 
Senate Curriculum Committee the responsibility of generating, from the recommendations found in the Visionary 
Pragmatism document, action resolutions related to curricular matters. The following resolution is the result of 
the committee's work. 
WHEREAS, Standardizing courses to four or more units will benefit students by allowing them to: 
register for fewer courses per term and hence allowing for greater attention to each 
course while maintaining or increasing the total number of credit units earned in each 
term 
have fewer scheduling complications, books and materials to purchase, papers and 
projects to accomplish, exams to take, assignments to complete and, in general, barriers 
towards the completion of their degree 
transfer units from semester campuses more efficiently; and 
WHEREAS, Standardizing courses to four or more units will benefit faculty by allowing them to: 
reduce the number of class preparations per quarter and thus allow for greater attention 
to each course taught 
reduce the number of students they contact per term and hence improve the quality of 
their interaction with these students 
generate greater focus of their time and energy in their instructional activities and 
therefore enhance their efforts directed towards professional growth, research and 
service to the University; and 
WHEREAS, Standardizing courses to four or more units can occur while preserving: 
the total number of units required in a degree 
the number of SCU taught per term 
the number of faculty members required to teach the curriculum 
the number of laboratory units taught and hence Cal Poly's traditional commitment to 
hands-on education; and 
) 

RESOLUTION ON STANDARDIZING COURSE UNITS 
AS- -96/CC 
Page Two 
WHEREAS, In a university curriculum, courses with fewer than four units may be desirable in the following 
cases: 
activity or laboratory classes (PE, Art, Music, etc.) 
classes taught in the supervision mode 
orientation classes 
library classes 
coupled classes (e.g., lecture and labs taken concurrently but listed separately) 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED: That all courses taught at Cal Poly, with the exception of those listed above, be standardized to 
four or more units. Other extraordinary cases may be appealed to the Academic Senate with 
appropriate documentation. 
Proposed by the Academic Senate 
Curriculum Committee 
January 26, 1996 
